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Rights of Way Improvement Plan

Funding Programme Case Studies

2016-2017.

This report highlights examples of the types of work that the

funding Programme made possible during 2016-17, the ninth year

of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan Funding Programme.

It is a compilation of the examples provided by the authorities and

has been structured to reflect and emphasise the key points and

characteristics of the work that was undertaken.

It accompanies the ‘Rights of Way Improvement Plan Funding

Programme (RFP) 2016/17 Summary Report’, and the ‘Rights of

Way Improvement Plan Funding Programme End of Year Outputs

Report’.
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On the ground…

Three quarters of the funding (£756,883) was used to make practical

improvements to existing access.

South Wales: Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Ebbw Fach Trail

The Ebbw Fach Trail is a 16 kilometre trail passing through 14

community green spaces. The trail explores the journey of the

landscape from its agricultural origins, through the ravages of

industrialisation back to a green and pleasant land. The trail follows the

Ebbw Fach river highlighting heritage sites and wildlife hot spots, taking

the visitor on a learning journey through the valley.

Following inspection by a structural engineer an old metal bridge at Glo-

byllau in Abertillery was considered to be in a dangerous condition.

With the advice of an ecologist the bridge was replaced taking into

account the breeding season for Dippers.

.



On the ground…

North Wales 

Wrexham County Borough Council  
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Following a request from North East

Wales Wildlife Trust, new easy to use

pedestrian gates, together with a 75m

recycled plastic boardwalk have been

installed on public footpath on a

Wrexham Industrial Estate.

Unfortunately the footpath had been

neglected for some time with no visible

route evident on the ground.

Following discussions between Wrexham

County Borough Council and the

landowner it was agreed that a robust

long term solution was needed to combat

poor drainage.

Two hundred and eighty meters of dense

vegetation had to be cleared before work

on constructing the boardwalk could

begin.

Wrexham Industrial Estate is one of the

largest industrial estates in Europe. With

around 300 businesses providing

employment for approximately 8000

people.

The improvements along the path will

encourage the public to make use of the

route and the adjoining public rights of

way network.

(Before)Vegetation obstructing 

public footpath number 18.

(After) Recycled plastic boardwalk.

(Before) Security gates across public 

footpath number 18 preventing access 

for walkers.

(After) Two in one Bristol Combination 

Gate installed following discussions 

with the landowner.



On the ground…

North Wales: Denbighshire County Council

Llangollen History Trail
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(Before)Vegetation obstructing 

public footpath number 18.

(During) Recycled plastic boardwalk 

during construction.

(After) Two in one Bristol Combination 

Gate installed following discussions 

with the landowner.

The Llangollen History Trail is a 6 mile circular walk taking in a

number of the key sites of interest in and around the town.

With the aid of RoWIP funding, Denbighshire Countryside Service has

been able to plan a review of its linear promoted routes throughout the

county. Rural Development Plan funding enabled the update of the

Llangollen History Trail leaflet in 2015, which now features an OS

map base for clearer navigation and route marking. It also added a

loop to Castell Dinas Bran.

This year the RoWIP funding has added further value to this project

and has enabled the update of the signage along the route through

the purchase of fingerposts, way marker posts and way marker discs.

Work to install the posts has been carried out with a keen group of

volunteers from the Llangollen area.



On the ground…

South Wales: Monmouthshire County Council

Three Castles Walk
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It has been many years since the fingerposts and other signage have

been reviewed on the Three Castles Walk. Several posts were found to

be missing and the remaining signage was a combination of old waymark

posts and fingerposts in English only.

Following the success of the directional fingerpost signage scheme on

Offa’s Dyke Path National Trail and the Wye Valley Walk, the opportunity

was taken to do something similar on the Three Castles Walk.

The posts are specific to each path and have the name of the trail in both

in Welsh and English. New Three Castles Walk waymark discs have also

been added to each post.

(Before) (After)



6

On the ground…

South Wales: Bridgend County Borough Council

Access to Park Slip Nature Reserve from

Aberkenfig

Following the completion of project (BR 56A) to re-organise the rights of

way network at the former Park Slip Opencast Coal site – now Park Slip

Nature Reserve – the Council received a number of requests from local

residents to improve access between their properties and the nearby

village of Aberkenfig.

As well as requests from the residents for the surface of the footpath to

be improved, the Council had also received a request from the British

Horse Society for the majority of the footpath to be improved and

upgraded to a bridleway. During consultations with one of the

landowners it became apparent that they were happy for the route to be

upgraded as they were having issues with equestrians illegally

accessing other routes within the reserve.

The Council is now in the process of formally registering the route as a 

public bridleway. 
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On the ground…

North Wales: Conwy County Borough Council& Snowdonia 

National Park Authority

Ty Hyll

Works where undertaken by the Snowdonia National Park in conjunction with

Conwy County Borough Council on the Ty Hyll path near Capel Curig. The path

has been the subject of flooding and complaints over a period of many years.

To alleviate flooding the surface of the path was raised on a 100m section of

riverbank by stone pitching. This made the path easier for the public to pass.

The work has almost eliminated the need for walkers to use the alternative route

of walking alongside the busy and dangerous A5 highway.
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On the ground…

North Wales: Gwynedd Council

Replacement of footbridge – Mawddwy Community

Pont Dol y Bont in Dinas Mawddwy is one of the most important pedestrian

footbridge in Meirionnydd. It is the main access over Afon Dyfi from the

centre of the village and provides a crucial link to the wider rights of way

network in the area. All the promoted circular walks within the community use

the footbridge. Over 1000 walkers a month were recorded using the bridge.

Following a series of temporary repairs finally, in December 2015 the bridge

was closed to the public.

Following consultation another two-span bridge design was chosen, at an

estimated cost of £100,000. This was considerably cheaper than a single

span bridge.

The new footbridge will be a huge benefit for local residents and visitors alike

and will deliver a welcome boost to the local economy.



South Wales:  Torfaen County Borough Council

The Tramway

The Tramway forms part of an ancient scheduled monument and is an

integral link for a series of promoted walks set in the world heritage site.

The works were funded jointly by CADW funding and the Rights of Way

Improvement Plan funding.

Over time storm water run-off caused significant erosion to the

embankment and surface of the Tramway. The erosion also caused

irreparable damage to the clay pipe and outlet.

The works consisted of replacing the existing culvert pipes and

constructing a shallow drainage ditch and the construction of rock

armour to stabilise and reduce settlement.

A small attenuation pond was formed to reduce the possibility of further

erosion of parts of the landscape south of the culvert outlet.
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On the ground…
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On the ground…

South Wales: Monmouthshire County Council

Catbrook

This restricted byway had damaged drains and was suffering from

erosion.

Resurfacing works were carried out for approximately 800m. New

drainage pipe and repairs to the surface were carried out. The total

cost of the project was £5,900.
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Multi benefit…

. 

In this year’s programme, 5.4% of the actions were of “general benefit to all

users” and 30.8% were “multi benefit” i.e. benefitted more than one group of

users. Together, these projects accounted for 46.8% of the total value of the

programme.

This represents a drop in the value of projects funded compared to recent

years where over half of the funding benefited more than one user group.

South Wales: Caerphilly County Borough Council

The Raven Walk

The Raven Walk is a fourteen-

mile circular walk around

Sirhowy and Ebbw Valleys.

The Raven Walk follows

footpaths, bridleways, and

cycleways with only short

sections on roads or lanes.

Improvement to drainage and

surfacing was carried out near

Risca. There were several

issues with streams crossing

the footpath causing the

surface to hold water and

become difficult to use.

Pipes were laid and drains

were dug to allow the water to

pass without causing further

damage, and the surface was

re-instated.
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Multi benefit…
South Wales: Carmarthenshire County Council

Kidwelly and Mynydd y Garreg

Horse riders can make their way between Kidwelly and Mynydd y Garreg

thanks to a funding programme for Public Rights of Way.

The 1.18km bridleway is an important link from Kidwelly to Mynydd y Garreg

which suffered frequent flooding and became an impassable bog. Works

supported by Kidwelly Town Council and the British Horse Society to

remedy the problem involved significant surfacing and drainage work, along

with the installation of a special horse-friendly vehicle barrier to prevent

future damage to the upgraded route.
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Multi benefit…

. 

South Wales: Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council

Saint Illtyd's Walk

For the 25th Anniversary of The St.Illtud’s Walk, NPTCBC (in conjunction

with The Ramblers Association) has been re-aligning the route

predominantly onto PRoW’s to ensure a more secure route within Natural

Resources Wales woodland estate.

For those wanting to specifically walk the St. Illtud’s route or ride the

Bridleway without going on the open access land NPTCBC installed 9

waymark posts along the route:
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Multi Benefit…

South West Wales: Vale of Glamorgan

Ash Path, Dinas Powys

The Ash Path in Dinas Powys suffers from poor drainage and many

complaints were received from parents who use the path to walk their

children to school.

Various options were considered, including the route being considered for

improvement to cycleway.

The resolution was to raise the height of the path through the worst affected

areas leaving small margins either side and using materials that could be

incorporated later into a cycleway scheme.
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Multi benefit…

. 

Mid Wales:  Powys County Council

Public bridleway near Llyswen

The public bridleway near Llyswen has now been improved for walkers,

cyclists and horse-riders.

Works to the bridleway, which leads up to Brechfa Pool and forms a popular

local circular trail past the old fort, took a week to complete.

Re-grading of the slippery bedrock surface was carried out on the bridleway

after it became impassable on foot.

http://www.powys.gov.uk/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=uploads/pics/PR_11086_-_after.jpg&md5=9d319a07cd359f5f5d6c54b8a497682d4cf0e671&parameters[0]=YTo0OntzOjU6IndpZHRoIjtzOjQ6IjgwMG0iO3M6NjoiaGVpZ2h0IjtzOjM6IjYw&parameters[1]=MCI7czo3OiJib2R5VGFnIjtzOjQyOiI8Ym9keSBiZ0NvbG9yPSIjZmZmZmZmIiBz&parameters[2]=dHlsZT0ibWFyZ2luOjA7Ij4iO3M6NDoid3JhcCI7czozNzoiPGEgaHJlZj0iamF2&parameters[3]=YXNjcmlwdDpjbG9zZSgpOyI%2BIHwgPC9hPiI7fQ%3D%3D


Multi benefit…

South Wales: Carmarthenshire County Council

Carmarthenshire Tourism Summit

Carmarthenshire County Council attended the event on Thursday, 13th

October at Parc y Scarlets Stadium in Llanelli to promote the Wales

Coast Path, the ROWIP programme and wider Rights of Way network

in Carmarthenshire.

The Carmarthenshire Tourism Summit is the largest annual tourism

conference in the region – bringing together a host of suppliers,

tourism businesses, inspirational guest speakers, products and

business support organisations all under one roof. It is a great

opportunity to promote the Rights of Way network & the ROWIP grant

programme in Carmarthenshire.
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Access for all…
South Wales: Pembrokeshire National Park Authority

Walking Group Directory (Action for Low Use 

Groups)

The National Park Authority’s Walkability project aims to break down the

barriers to countryside access by targeting groups that are infrequent or non-

participants. Walkability introduces people to walking with a programme of

led walks. The intention is that people will progress to walk independently.

Following research conducted to appraise the effectiveness of the Walkability

project, it became evident from clients’ feedback that they enjoyed walking in

groups and that the prospect of being able to join a group would encourage

them to walk more often. There was, however, a lack of awareness as to the

existence of walking groups.

A range of walking groups were identified and the directory will be kept under

review to ensure that its contact details and entries are up to date.

http://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/default.asp?PID=782

http://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/Files/files/walk/walking-group-directory_2017v2.pdf
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Access for all…
South Wales: Pembrokeshire County Council

Landsker Borderlands trail 

The Landsker Borderlands trail and its

community links are in a beautiful and

unspoilt part of West Wales. The funding

provided has been used to make the trail

more accessible for the lesser abled and to

provide least restrictive access for its users.

On the13.6 kilometres of improved trail stiles

have been taken out and replaced with easy

access gates. Bridges, clearer waymarking,

and sleepers have been installed. Improved

signage along with scrub clearance give the

walkers an easier and more pleasant

experience.

http://www.tenby-today.co.uk/article.cfm?id=110521&headline=Footpath%20improvements&sectionIs=news&searchyear=2017
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Access for all…

North  Wales: Isle of Anglesey County Council

Llangristiolus Foot Bridge

The footbridge near Llangristiolus was in poor condition and

deemed unrepairable because of serious corrosion to the main

beams. It also had a single handrail and was not acceptable for

health and safety reasons. This bridge provides access between

Footpath no. 28 and Footpath no. 55 which runs on top of the Afon

Cefni flood defence embankment.

In July 2016 a contractor was employed to install a new 8 metre

bridge on the existing abutments. The new bridge is a steel beam

and timber deck.

The new bridge allows a circular route to be made using several

level footpaths at Malltraeth Marsh. These paths are all on tracks

or along embankments with only a few gates and no stiles, so are

suitable for people with mobility problems (but not very suitable for

wheelchair use).

The paths are easy to access from the village of Llangristiolus and

from the Lon Las Cefni cycle path.
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Access for all…

South   Wales: Swansea

Swansea Pennard Valley Walk

This project is one part of providing

an alternative route for Coast Path

around Pennard Valley, which is a

very pleasant walk in itself of around

20 minutes.

Pennard Valley Walk is a very busy

path (30K+ users per year) providing

access from Parkmill along the valley

to the beach and Coast Path. Over

the years a section has gradually

been washed away by the river and

high tides forcing walkers to wade

through the river and at high tides all

access is prevented. In addition an

old timber boardwalk that made up

this section of the path was beginning

to rot, requiring frequent

maintenance.

The old board walk was removed and

a new path was created above the

high tide, providing easier access for

walkers, and access for horse riders.
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Information and promotion…

Actions for improving information and promotion of linear access has

been a consistently popular use of the funding over the lifetime of the

programme.

North Wales: Denbighshire County Council

Moel Famau &  Mountain Biking in North Wales

Cycling in the Moel Famau area

gained some publicity in the

Cycling World Magazine GB

Special following the Rio

Olympics. A route was featured

with an article and map.

Outdoor Recreation

Network Article

An article about the rise of

mountain biking in North

Wales, written by Hannah

Arndt was published in

Volume 26 of the Outdoor

Recreation Network Journal

http://www.outdoorrecreation.org.uk/stori

es/the-rise-of-mountain-biking-in-north-

wales-the-achievements-and-the-future/

http://www.outdoorrecreation.org.uk/stories/the-rise-of-mountain-biking-in-north-wales-the-achievements-and-the-future/
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Information and promotion…

. 

Bridgend’s Love2Walk Festival

returned in June 2016 for 9 days of

walks and experiences showcasing

the very best of the great outdoors in

Bridgend. The Festival is run in

partnership with the Bridgend Local

Access Forum.

South Wales: Bridgend County Borough Council

Love2Walk
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Information and promotion…

. 

In 2016/17, social media remained a popular and effective media used by a

number of authorities to publicise their ROWIP work
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This year there were 13 projects to improve records and databases for the

purpose of access management were completed. This accounted for 4% of

the RFP funding.

Improving information for 

management…

South Wales: Cardiff Council

The Definitive Map in Cardiff has not been republished since 1954.

Therefore for several years, the Definitive Map officer has been

processing Definitive Map Modification Orders to reflect all the changes

which have legally occurred since 1954 to today.

The work is near completion and the new Definitive Map will be displayed

by Parish and at an improved scale of 1:10,000.

Reviewing Parish Definitive Maps

A couple of Local Access Forum (LAF) members have assisted the PRoW

Team by walking paths within the Lisvane, Whitchurch and Roath 

Parishes to survey issues ‘on the ground’.

Issues documented  included missing waymarks, damaged furniture, poor 

surface condition, obstructions by landowners (locked gates, vegetation 

encroachment, etc.)

The exercise identified poor waymarking as the biggest issue, especially 

along urban paths. 
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South Wales: Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council

Improving information for 

management…

Adopt a path

Adopting a path allows individual people, families, local user groups,

schools, community and voluntary organisations to choose a path to look

after.

There are footpaths, bridleways and byways available to adopt in every part

of the County Borough. Volunteers choose a path to adopt, or can be given

one in their area. The Council provide volunteers with a description of the

path and a map showing where it goes, and a simple report form to

complete and return by post or email.

Adopt a Path volunteers follow their chosen path at least twice a year and

send in a completed report form about its condition and ease of use.

The information provided helps the Council to keep the Rights of Way

network in good condition for everyone to enjoy. Volunteers are not required

to approach landowners or do any practical work on the path.

http://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/en/home.aspx
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Resource used for ROWIP Implementation No of days spent on ROWIP 

works

Existing internal Local Authority staff 

(a combination of permanent and FTA)

2222.5

Contractors 1084.5

Volunteers 945

Consultants  193

Other staff related resources

e.g administration 

165.5

On the basis of information from the authorities funded under the Programme, during 

2016/17 10.5 people were directly employed using the ROWIP Funding Programme 

compared with 7 staff the previous year. 

Some of the posts that were included:

Cardiff:  Outdoor Cardiff Projects

Ceredigion : Project Coordinator

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park– Public ROW survey & Improvements Officer

As well as delivering through own staff, consultants and contractors, in bringing together

this casework report the involvement and contribution that volunteers make to access

improvement in Wales was evident.

Investing in Staff and People…
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Managing the network and 

volunteers…
Mid Wales:  Powys County Council 

Countryside Services volunteers get to work on community 

footpaths

A team from Powys County Council’s Countryside Volunteers have been busy

maintaining two public footpaths and part of a National Trail to benefit the local

communities of Abbeycwmhir and Bwlch-y-Sarnau.

Additional waymarked posts have been installed on a section of the

Abbeycwmhir Community Trail where it enters Coed Sarnau forestry above

Abbeycwmhir village.

On the other side of the valley the team have been clearing and waymarking an

overgrown section of public footpath. The local community in Bwlch-y-Sarnau

plans to include the path as part of a local circular walk linking in with the

Glyndwr’s Way National Trail. Several old Glyndwr’s Way waymark posts have

also been replaced as part of the work.

Cllr W. John T. Powell, Portfolio Holder for Environment and Sustainability, said

“By actively helping to maintain the public rights of way network in Powys our

volunteer teams, each led by an experienced team leader, are providing

tangible benefits for both local people and visitors to the area.”

Countryside Services volunteers install 

new waymarker posts along the 

Abbeycwmhir community trail. 
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Thank you to all the Local Authorities who have contributed to the compilation of 

this report.

Note that the information gathered here has come directly from the Local 

Authorities end of year reports for the last year of RFP.

Report compiled by Rich Dearing, Recreation and Access Advisor and Daniel 

Lewis, ROWIP Funding Officer


