
 

 

  

Licensing arrangements for the issue of licences to kill or take birds 

(non-piscivorous)  
  

 
Notes for Guidance  

 
  

Power to grant licences  

  

1) Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all wild birds.  Section 5 of the Act 

prohibits the use of certain methods of killing or taking wild birds, including the use of traps 

(see paragraph 6 for other prohibited methods).  

  

However, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) has authority under Section 16(1) to grant 

licences to permit the killing or taking of wild birds, where there is no other satisfactory 

solution, for the purpose of:  

  

(a) Preventing serious damage to livestock, foodstuffs for livestock, crops, vegetables, fruit, 

growing timber, fisheries or inland waters; and  

(b) Preventing the spread of disease;  

(c) Preserving public health or public or air safety; and (d) Conserving wild birds.  

  

If the killing or taking takes place in accordance with the terms of such a licence then the 

prohibitions in Section 1 and 5 of the Act will not apply.  

  

Arrangements for the granting of licences  

  

2) NRW has made the following arrangements for the granting of licences:  

(a) Licences will normally only be granted to the owner or occupier or a person authorised by 

the owner or occupier; and  

(b) Licences relating to the shooting of birds will normally only be granted to reinforce scaring.  

  

  

Serious damage  

  

3) The following conditions apply before consideration will be given to granting a licence for the 

purpose of preventing serious damage:  

(a) All applicants must provide detailed evidence that serious damage is occurring or likely to 

occur.  This may include evidence gathered from previous years’ experiences and any 

information about the current numbers of birds present;  

(b) Technical staff from NRW or their agents may visit the site of alleged damage during 

assessment of an application in order to verify information provided on the application form 

(WCA20) and to discuss topics such as the preventative measures currently employed or 

used in the past.  No licences will be granted unless non-lethal scaring methods or 
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defensive barriers are in operation where it is reasonable and practicable for this to be 

done.  
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Licence conditions  

  

4) The following conditions will apply:  

(a) The maximum number of birds or eggs which may be killed or taken under the licence will 

be stated on it.  A return of numbers killed or taken (including nil returns) must be sent to 

NRW to arrive no later than the 14th day after the licence expires;  

(b) The period of validity of a licence will be stated in it;  

(c) Where the licence is to shoot birds, a licence does not in itself give the licensee the right 

to shoot within the area covered by the licence; it is for the licensees to ensure that they 

comply with requirements in relation to Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and 

National Nature Reserves (NNR)(Sections 28 and 35 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act  

1981).  (See question 5 on the application form (WCA20));  

(d) Licensees will be allowed to authorise in writing up to five other people to shoot birds under 

their licence or six where the licensee does not participate in the killing or taking of the 

birds; where the licence permits the use of firearms, no-one under the age of 18 years may 

be authorised by the licensee without specific permission form NRW; the licensee is 

responsible for all activities undertaken under the licence;  

(e) NRW may not issue a licence to a person who has not complied with the terms of a 

previous licence; licences may be suspended or revoked at any time and, if so, should be 

surrendered to NRW immediately;  

(f) Other conditions may be applied as appropriate.  

  

Offences  

  

5) Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 failure to comply with the terms of a licence may 

make the licensee liable to prosecution for an offence.  

  

Prohibited methods  

  

6) Applicants should note that Section 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 prohibits the 

use of certain methods of killing or taking wild birds.  These are the use of any spring, trap, 

gin, snare, hook and line, electrical devices, poisonous, poisoned or stupefying substances, 

any net, baited board, bird lime and similar substances, bows and cross-bows, explosives 

other than firearm ammunition, shotguns with large diameter barrels, automatic and semi-

automatic weapons capable of holding more than 2 rounds in the magazine, illuminating and 

sighting devices for night-shooting, artificial lighting, mirror and other dazzling devices, gas 

and smoke, chemical wetting agents, sound recordings, tethered or maimed live birds as 

decoys and mechanically propelled vehicles in immediate pursuit.  

  

Consultation  

  

7) NRW is obliged to consult with the Welsh Government on licensing policy and the 

circumstances in which licences may be granted.  This may affect your application.  

  

8) Not all applications require individual consultation but where consultation is appropriate 

NRW will disclose to the Welsh Government certain details from the application form and 

the site visit to enable them to give proper advice to NRW.  NRW have agreed not to 
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disclose any such details to third parties.  These details will relate primarily to the number 

and species of birds present, the preventative methods employed, the type and scale of 

damage caused by the birds, and a grid reference of the site location.  Personal details, 

such as your name and private address, and any details of a financial nature e.g. the value 

of damaged crops etc. will not be disclosed but will remain confidential to the Welsh 

Government.  

  

Handling of your information  

  

9) All of the information held by NRW, relating to your application for a licence will be processed 

and managed by us in a accordance with our obligations and duties under the:   

  

• Data Protection Act 1998;   

• Freedom of Information Act 2000;   

• The Environmental Information Regulations 2004; and   

• All other laws relating to access to information.  

  

 With this in mind, your information, including your personal information, may be the subject of 

a request by another member of the public. When responding to such requests we may be 

required to release information, including your personal information. Our response to such 

requests will be in accordance with the guidelines provided by the Welsh Government  

Code  of  Practice  on  Access  to  Information 

  

If we receive a request under access to information legislation for any information received 

from you in relations to your licence application, we will consult with you before deciding how 

to respond to the request.  

  

 For further information about the personal data collected and its use, if you have any 

concerns about the accuracy of personal data, or wish to exercise any of your rights 

under the above legislation you should contact:  

  

 Access to Information Officers, Natural Resources Wales, Ty Cambria,  29 Newport 
Road Cardiff CF24 0TP, or email ATI@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk or telephone 
0300 065 3000  

  

Data Protection Act 1998: Privacy Notice  

  

10) The information requested in this application form will capture personal data about you – for 

example, your name and address.  Your personal data will be managed and used by NRW 

in accordance with the DPA.  

  

11) This notice informs you about NRW’s use of the personal data provided in this form or any 

other personal data that you may submit to NRW in accordance with your licence application.  

  

12) Your personal data will primarily be used for the purpose of processing and determining your 

application.  However, NRW (or its agents) may also make use of this information for other 

purposes.  In particular, the information may be used for the following:  

• Cross-compliance and cross-checking between partner organisations to prevent 

breaches of the schemes that each administer.  

• Allowing statutory partners to fulfil their legal duties.  

• For auditing or monitoring purposes.  

• Publication of certain information and responding to requests for information.  
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13) Your personal data will be kept for six years from the date on which the licence expires or 

this application is refused.  Your personal data will then be disposed of securely.  

  

How to apply for a licence  

  

14) Applications for a licence should be made on form WCA20 which should be completed  and 

sent to NRW at:-  

  

Species Protection Team, Natural Resources Wales,  Maes y Ffynnon,  

Penrhosgarnedd,  Bangor,  LL57 2DW  Tel. 03000653000  

  

  

or e-mail your completed form to specieslicence@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk  

  

In this document “Natural Resources Wales” means the Natural Resources Body for Wales 

established by article 3 of the Natural Resources Body for Wales (Establishment) Order 2012. 

The Natural Resources Body for Wales (Functions) Order 2013 transferred the relevant 

functions of the Countryside Council for Wales, and functions of the Environment Agency and 

the Forestry Commission in Wales to the Natural Resources Body for Wales.    

  


