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Restored wetland helps Editorial
people and wildlife

A

project to restore a rare
wetland habitat on the Llŷn
Peninsula will help wildlife
whilst also reducing flood risk for
people and businesses in Pwllheli.
The work at Mathan Uchaf near
Pwllheli has re-connected springwater
to the marshland, rather than draining
it away quickly down old drainage
systems. This will mean that the water
will be held in the ground for up to a
week, helping to reduce river levels in
the nearby Afon Geirch. Downstream,
the river flows through Pwllheli’s West
End, an area of high flood risk, before
entering the sea at Pwllheli Harbour.
Nine acres of old, damaged peat
was scraped from the surface of the
marshland and used to block a large
drain. This slowed the flow of the

water from reaching the river and
uncovered new, fresh peat. Keeping
the limerich spring water in the
marshland will improve it as a habitat
to support more
wildlife like the lesser butterfly
orchid, marsh helloborine and
dragonflies including the small
red damselfly. This will also mean
more peat and carbon will be kept
locked in the land, rather than being
released into the water as it breaks
down, reducing CO2 emissions and
improving water quality in the river
for fish and other wildlife.
We delivered the work as part of
our Anglesey and Llŷn Fens LIFE
project which has nearly doubled the
area of national nature reserve on the
Llŷn peninsula.
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Greener energy technologies will need
to be sited at sea and seascapes

//

more peat and carbon will be kept locked in the
land, reducing CO2 emissions and improving water
quality in the river for fish and other wildlife

www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk

Our focus in this issue of Cyfoeth
is forestry. This is a key sector for
Natural Resources Wales, given
that it provides employment
for just over 9,000 people and
contributes more than £340million
per year to the Welsh economy,
much of that in rural Wales.
Woodlands and trees are a vital
component of our environment
here in Wales. They provide shelter
for livestock, opportunities to
help manage flooding, valuable
habitats for wildlife, and places for
people to enjoy and learn about
the countryside. They also provide
opportunities for enterprise,
including a forest industry which
looks to diversify into new markets,
such as using different types
of timber and woodfuel. These
innovations will help to reduce
our carbon footprint as well as
producing a commercial return and
providing jobs - often in rural areas,
where it can be more difficult to
find work.

continues on Page 2
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Introducing Finance and
Corporate Services

continues from Page 1
As an organisation, we are pleased
to be able to trade products from
the Welsh Government Woodland
Estate as independently certified
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continued from Page 1
Standard certificate for our Forest
Management practices in Wales.
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Our work includes managing some of the largest public
forest areas in Wales and looking after three quarters of
our organisation’s National Nature Reserves.

www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
Tim Jones (second from right) and the Operations North and Mid Wales Leadership Team;
(from left to right) Rhian Jardine, Ruth Jenkins and Mike Davies.
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Woodlands and Forestry

Become a “Citizen Scientist”

P

eople across Wales are being
urged to become “citizen
scientists” by taking part in a
UK-wide project to survey the health
of our broadleaved trees, as part of the
Open Air Laboratories (OPAL) project.
We would like to prompt a wave
of action for people to explore their
local area to find and survey trees. The
data gathered will help scientists and
researchers to manage tree health more
effectively. All people have to do to
take part in the survey is find a site with
safe access to one or more broadleaved
trees. Results can be submitted online.
A survey pack and information –
including reusable guides and tree ID
poster - can be ordered or downloaded

from the OPAL website at www.
opalexplorenature.org/TreeSurvey
Our scientists, foresters and
woodland managers can’t check every
single tree or woodland quickly enough
to give a comprehensive picture of
the state of health of our trees, so we
would urge anyone with an interest in
our environment to get a pack and get
surveying.
Anyone with a professional interest in
trees and forestry is also being asked to
volunteer their expertise by becoming
“Tree Buddies” to help members of the
public and schools carry out the survey,
improve their learning experience and
provide more accurate and reliable
results.

Tree experts have just completed
the first phase of a project to put a
price on the environmental, social
and economic benefits of Wrexham’s
urban trees.
The Wrexham i-Tree Eco project is
the first of its kind in Wales and aims
to quantify the value to society of the
trees in the area using sophisticated
evaluation software developed in the
United States.
Six surveyors, working in small
teams, visited more than 200
locations in all 12 towns in the County
Borough of Wrexham - to gather a
range of data for the project, which is
jointly funded by Natural Resources
Wales and Wrexham County Borough
Council. The team, led by Forest
Research, recorded a wide range of
tree and shrub species, their size and
condition and the type of land they
were found on, from parks and urban
woodland to car parks, shopping
centres and private gardens.
Urban trees not only provide
benefits which can be estimated and
valued – such as filtering pollution
from the air – but also contribute to
less tangible benefits that make our
towns and cities better places to live,
creating attractive spaces for people
to meet and socialise, and connecting
us to nature.
The physical effects of trees all
have economic benefits. Years of
extensive research in the United
States indicates that where there are
trees and green spaces businesses
thrive, people linger and shop longer,
apartments and office space rent
quicker, tenants stay longer, property
values increase and new business and
industry is attracted.

www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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Supporting
forestry
enterprises
The Welsh Forest Sector is worth
£340m to the economy and it employs
16,000 people in hundreds of small
and medium rural businesses. Natural
Resources Wales continues to support
these woodland based businesses and
traditional forest industries.

Planting
A programme of replanting, seeding and
management of natural regeneration
of around 1350 hectares is underway
throughout Wales this year. In practical
terms this means planting 39 different
species of tree, totalling some 3.5million
plants. And this is set to increase
significantly, in order to restock areas
cleared of ramorum infected trees.

Harvesting
The development of the timber industry,
using wood from Welsh forests, has been
a major success story and we continue
to co-ordinate timber production plans
in line with Wales’ timber marketing
strategy. Nearly all of the Natural
Resources Wales timber output is sold
and processed within Wales providing
valuable jobs and enterprise in many
rural parts of Wales. Around 850,000 m3
of roundwood is bought to the market
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Ramorum disease of larch –
what does it mean for you?

C

yfoeth has reported previously
that ramorum disease of larch
has infected larch trees in vast
areas of woodlands in Wales. Aerial
surveys this spring showed that the
disease, caused by the water mould
Phytophthora ramorum, had spread
much more quickly than expected,
probably due to the very wet weather
last year which may have aided the
movement of spores.
The main area of infection is still
gradually expanding outwards from
the south Wales valleys, but outlying
pockets of the disease are increasingly
being found in north Wales. Despite
control attempts, there seems to be
little doubt now that the disease will
soon be prevalent throughout the
country.
Although the European, Japanese
and hybrid larches typically grown in
Welsh woods aren’t native to Britain,
their loss will have a dramatic impact
on many cherished landscapes, as it
already has in parts of the south. For
some people, they also represent a
valuable investment. Many private
landowners are now considering
felling their larch trees before they
become infected, because of the
extra requirements for biosecurity
when felling infected trees, the limited
number of sawmills licensed to handle
infected timber, and the lower prices
generally offered.

If you have any larch on your
property, you should consider the
potential threat to your trees and the
most appropriate response, if necessary
seeking the advice of a professional
forestry agent or arboriculturist. If
you decide to fell, a felling licence will
normally be required, but if you are
in any doubt about this then contact
Natural Resources Wales Grants and
Regulations for advice on 0300 068
0103 or email: forestregulations@
naturalresourceswales.gov.uk.
Natural Resources Wales has
committed to fast tracking larch felling
licence applications, although trees
will need to be visited by an inspector
to ensure that they are disease free
before a licence can be issued.
The regulatory response to ramorum
disease is being reconsidered by
Natural Resources Wales and Welsh
Government in the light of the rapidly
changing situation. At present, if an
infection is found on your property
you will be issued with a Statutory
Plant Health Notice (SPHN), which will
specify which trees you must fell and
within what timescale, and will set out
the requirements for working practices
to minimise the risk of disease spread.
Any changes to this approach will be
advertised in due course.
A regularly updated outbreak map is
available on http://www.forestry.gov.
uk/forestry/infd-86ajqa

Glastir Woodland Creation scheme comes to a close
The Glastir Woodland Creation Scheme administered by Natural Resources
Wales will shortly be coming to an end, with the last grants to be claimed by
25th April 2014. The scheme will revert back to Welsh Government from 1st
January 2014 from when we will only be registering interest in new schemes,
not processing applications.

www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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News
Round Up
Anglesey Rocks
An ambitious interpretation
programme led by the Anglesey
Geopark, GeoMon, is using the
geological highlights of the island to
attract geotourists.
In partnership with GeoMon, the
Isle of Anglesey County Council, the
National Trust, Welsh Government
and numerous landowners, we are
preparing signage and interpretation
boards to guide and inform visitors
to the island.
Despite its relatively small area,
the geology of Anglesey is incredibly
varied with almost all the major
geological time periods represented
somewhere on the island. Of
particular importance are the
Precambrian rocks, which contain
some of the earliest fossil evidence
for life in Britain.

Innovative approach
to regulation!
First Milk, owner of Haverfordwest
Creamery, plans to open a new water
treatment plant in 2014 to deal
with the effluent from its cheese
production. While the new treatment
plant will meet strict environmental
standards, the discharge will also
add nutrients to the Western
Cleddau. So in order to offset the
extra nutrients getting into the water
Natural Resources Wales and First
Milk are developing a scheme to
reduce the environmental impact of
local farming practices and a group
of more than 40 farms which supply
the creamery with milk have been
identified to take part in the scheme.
By looking at the wider
environment and not just the
creamery in isolation, we have been
able to approve the new discharge
of treated waste water.

Out and about in Newport

I

n the first in a new series featuring
our work around Wales, we look at
some of the key projects in the City
and County of Newport.
Newport has the highest proportion,
by land area, of designated sites of any
unitary authority in Wales. Highlights
include the internationally important
Severn Estuary and River Usk. From
the heart of the city centre, otters can
once again be seen in the river. Fish,
including Atlantic Salmon and the
lesser known twaite shad, swim through
Newport to their spawning grounds
upstream.
But Newport is much bigger than
its urban centre - the low lying land
bordering the Severn Estuary, the
Gwent Levels, is the largest area of
grazing marsh in Wales, over 6,000
hectares of which is designated as Site
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),
extending also into Monmouthshire and
Cardiff. Favourable management of this
agricultural land has created the special
interest of these SSSs, the wetland
plant and invertebrate interest which
live in the ditch system, known locally
as reens.
Newport is, of course, home to
many thousands of people, and while
approximately 7000 poperties at risk

//

from tidal flooding, the majority of
these properties are at a reduced risk
due to the presence of flood defences
on the tidal reaches of the River Usk
and along the Severn Estuary. However,
there is one area of Newport – Crindau
Pill, where there is a history of flooding
from the tidal River Usk - where
we are working to improve existing
defences. This project will cost several
millions of pounds and will be delivered
over a number of years.
Parkwood, a mixed woodland on
the outskirts of Newport, has been
identified as being a high priority for
restoration – as well as important for a
number of protected species including
dormice, badgers and bats. Plans are
now in place to restore the woodland
back to its native woodland status.
A programme of thinning out the
conifer and retaining the broadleaves
is underway. We will then monitor the
woodland for natural regeneration
and restock with native broadleaves
if needed. Natural Resources Wales
has provided advice to relevant
development proposals and plans,
including the latest consultation on
the draft Local Development Plan
and the recently revived M4 corridor
proposals.

the low lying land bordering the Severn Estuary,
the Gwent Levels, is the largest area of grazing
marsh in Wales
www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk
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Job Skills for Kids!

T

h e future is looking bright for
children in Newport as Natural
Resources Wales’ Education Team
joined forces with the National Trust
at Tredegar House to run a series of
Junior Ranger Clubs for 11 year olds
and younger over the summer holidays.
During the summer scheme the
youngsters learnt about some of the
skills needed to be a countryside
ranger and have a go at some of the
jobs involved in caring for their local
environment. No matter how young
positive experiences can influence a
child’s career choice later in life so
some of the countryside rangers of the
future could take the first steps on a
career path this summer!
These sessions were run to coincide
with the National Trust Scheme “50
things to do before you’re 11 & ¾
which aims to get children outdoors,
reconnecting with nature and
experiencing new things. As well as
ranger activities the children had of fun
- den building, tree climbing, kite flying
and many other activities, all of which

will include new skills and learning
opportunities whilst the children have
fun.
Natural Resources Wales supports
the delivery and development of
education, learning and skills in the
natural environment through a variety
of ways including: curriculum linked
visits for all ages and abilities, advice
and guidance, funding, training for
education professionals, networks, work
experience placements and resources.
For more information visit our website

Llanelli labs
Natural Resources Wales has its
own dedicated laboratory based at
Llanelli. Here, using the very latest in
chemical and environmental analysis
instrumentation / tools, they deliver
a number of services that help staff
analyse air and water quality from
sites across Wales. Amongst some of
the analysis work is routine marine
monitoring and microbiology which
provides an analysis of bathing water
sampling in Wales, which, in turn,
contributes to the Blue Flag scheme.
The staff at the labs are also part of
the Natural Resources Wales incident
response team. We have a mobile
air monitoring service, which can
be deployed 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. to conduct air quality
sampling as part of our response to
major incidents. From the labs we are
are also able to identify pollutants in
incidents such as slurry spills and fish
kills for example.
The laboratory is considered a
centre of excellence and trains
delegates from across Europe.

Winning the war against Ystwyth’s invader
We are slowly winning the war to clear
the banks of the River Ystwyth of
Himalayan balsam - an invasive plant
that can smother all other vegetation
in its path. As its name suggests the
plant arrived here from the Himalayan
mountains and can grow to more than
six feet tall and can threaten precious
habitats as it scatters millions of seeds in
its vicinity. The seeds can last for more
than a year-and-a-half in the soil before
sprouting. Because the seedlings are
so small at first, they are easy to miss
but grow fast and set seed within the
year, so the whole river has to be walked
several times each year to ensure no re-

growth has occurred.
Much of the work, now in its fourth
year, is being carried out by Natural
Resources Wales contractor Thomas
Taylor and his team, who have even used
abseiling gear to reach the Himalayan
balsam growing on a high vertical banks.
It’s a continuous process but now the
painstaking work is paying dividends
as the number of plants in the upper
reaches of the river has become fewer,
raising hopes that the balsam can
eventually be eradicated.
The work has been vital to protect
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
along the Ystwyth.
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