
 

 

 

Dear Diane McCrea 

 

Petition P-05-785 Suspend Marine Licence 12/45/ML to dump radioactive marine 

sediments from the Hinkley Point nuclear site into Wales’ coastal waters off 

Cardiff 

 

As you will be aware, the Petitions Committee has been considering the above 

petition, which collected a total of 7,171 signatures. I would like to thank your 

colleagues John Wheadon and Adam Cooper for representing NRW at the 

Committee’s meeting on 9 January and for answering our questions. 

 

During the session Committee Members raised a number of issues in relation to 

the petition and the approval process for Marine Licence 12/45/ML. Following the 

session, Members agreed to follow up on several matters which have been raised 

during our consideration of the petition. 

 

Sampling of sediment 

 

We understand that the results of the latest sediment samples have recently been 

provided to you and that, following a technical consultation on the results, NRW 
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will determine whether it is satisfied that the material is suitable for disposal in 

the Cardiff Grounds site. 

 

A perceived lack of testing of the sediment at depth has been one of the major 

concerns expressed by the petitioners and we understand that the samples 

analysed in 2017 were also collected from surface sediment. In a previous 

response to the Climate Change, Environment and Rural Affairs (CCERA) 

Committee you stated that NRW are “satisfied that no further analysis of samples 

from beneath the surface is necessary, because of the sampling that was 

undertaken at various depths in 2009.”  

 

However, during the evidence session on 9 January, we heard from Cefas that the 

samples taken at depth in 2009 had not been analysed in relation to radiation 

dose, in contrast to later samples. 

 

In light of this, and the clear level of public concern over the proposed disposal of 

the material at this location, our view is that NRW should request that the 

applicant organises testing of further samples taken at depth. We believe this 

would assist in reassuring the public that sufficient steps have been taken to 

ensure that the material poses no risk to human health or marine life. We note 

that representatives of both NRW and Cefas acknowledged that there may be 

benefits to ensuring further testing at depth is conducted prior to written 

approval being provided by NRW during our meeting this week. 

 

Publication of results 

 

We also believe that the results of all sampling undertaken on the sediment 

should be made publically available to provide further reassurance of the 

transparency of the process undertaken in relation to this marine licence. We urge 

NRW to take steps to ensure that this happens. 

 

Analysis of radioactivity 

 

Our consideration of the petition has also highlighted confusion over the details 

of the radiological assessment conducted on the material. The petitioner has 

expressed concern that only three radionuclides were tested for, whilst EDF 

Energy and Cefas have both stated that the gamma-ray spectroscopy used would 



have identified any radionuclides present above detectable thresholds. In 

publishing the results, and its decision in relation to the licence, we therefore 

recommend that details of all radionuclides tested for should be made clear.  

 

Sampling sites and dispersal studies 

 

During the meeting, Cefas referred to regular radioactivity sampling and 

monitoring that is undertaken by the Environment Agency within the Severn 

Estuary. John Wheadon suggested that NRW would be able to provide the 

Committee with this information, including the location of monitoring sites and 

the testing that is undertaken. In addition to this, the Committee would be 

interested to see any studies relating to how the sediments would be likely to be 

dispersed following dumping at the Cardiff Grounds site.  

 

Full details of the Committee’s consideration of the petition to date, are available 

on our website at: 

http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20062 

Given that it is EDF’s intention for dredging to take place during summer 2018, 

and that we understand NRW are currently considering the latest sampling results, 

we would welcome a response to this letter at the earliest opportunity.  

 

Copies of this letter are being provided to Cefas, EDF and the Welsh Government 

for their information. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

David J Rowlands AM 

Chair 
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