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Response form

Second Consultation Burry Inlet Cockle Fishery Order 1965 Management Plan

Your details
Please fill in your contact details:
	Name:
	

	Organisation    
(if appropriate):
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Town/city:
	

	County:
	

	Postcode:
	

	Telephone (including code):
	

	Email:
	



The Environment Agency Wales (EAW) undertook a public consultation between August and September 2012 on a proposed Management Plan for the Burry Inlet cockle fishery. Following this consultation exercise, relevant changes were made to the Management Plan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]With effect from 1st April 2013, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) assumed responsibility for management of the Fishery pursuant to the Burry Inlet Cockle Fishery Order 1965 (the Order). The Order confers upon NRW powers to regulate the Fishery until 15th June 2025. The draft Management Plan identifies our aims and objectives for the management of the Fishery and sets down detailed arrangements for its management of the Fishery for cockles.

As a result of these changes it has been identified that a further consultation is required. In developing proposals for the fishery, NRW must act reasonably and this means it should take into account all relevant and disregard any irrelevant considerations.

To inform the final plan, we are asking all interested parties for their views and comments. Your answers to the questions in the following section will help us consider any further views that should be taken into account.

Returning your response:
Your response to this consultation needs to be returned by Thursday 17th October 2013. 
Either email your response to dave.tavner@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk or you can return this form by post to:
Dave Tavner
Natural Resources Wales
Britannic Way
Maes Newydd
Llandarcy
Neath Port Talbot
SA10 6JQ

This form contains some relevant questions we would like you to consider. If there is not enough room or you would like to make additional comments please continue on another page(s). The questions below relate to issues which may be of most interest to licence holders, but you are not restricted to commenting on these issues only.  Please use the space provided below question 5 to make comments on any other aspects of the management plan which you feel deserve comment.

Question 1) Do you support the main aims and goals of the proposals set out in the current draft copy of the Management Plan?

Yes 


No 

Any additional comments:




Question 2) We believe the most effective way of managing the fishery is by means of flexible licence conditions that (if necessary), may be changed during the season to assist cockle gathering. We have been advised that changes to licence conditions should be the exception rather than the rule, and strong justification will be required if claims of unfairness are to be avoided.

Do you agree with flexible licence conditions that may (if necessary) change during the season?

Yes 


No 


Any additional comments:



Question 3) The maximum Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for the fishery is estimated to be in the order of 2,500 tonnes. We believe that the annual issue of 36 protected fishing licences will result in a sustainable fishery whilst allowing licence holders to make a full time year round living. The maximum annual exploitation rate is estimated to be approximately 70 tonnes per person. At first point of sale, the current price for Burry Inlet cockles is 40 pence per kg. This would provide an annual gross income of less than £30,000 per year.

Do you agree with the proposal to issue 36 licences based on the above justification? If not please suggest an alternative way of addressing the issue in the box provided.

Yes 


No 

Alternative suggestion:















Question 4) It is felt by some that licence holders should be required to fish a certain minimum requirement in order to retain their protected licences. Do you agree that some mechanism (such as being required to fish a minimum of 75% of gathering occasions available) should be imposed through the Management Plan?

Yes 


No 

Alternative suggestion:
	



Question 5) Do you feel there are any other issues relevant to the management of the fishery that NRW should take into consideration in its Management Plan?






































Please note the closing date for this consultation is Thursday 17th October, all responses must be received by this date at the latest.
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